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of the inquiry. It had already paid £30,000 in acquiring the
material for its articles.
For a brief while Parnell touched a new top-point. In Decem-
ber 1889 he visited Gladstone at Hawarden. Had there been a
dissolution in the first half of 1890, there can be little doubt-that
the veteran statesman would have been returned with an over-
whelming home rule majority. Balfour's coercion was not popu-
lar. The revelation of forgery sapped confidence in the whole
case against home rule. The government had been consistently
losing by-elections ever since it started, and its original majority
of 114 had dwindled by 1890 to 70. But suddenly the disclosure
of an episode in Parnell's private life brought down his career
and his cause together.
On 17 November 1890 the Divorce Court granted a decree
nisi to Captain O'Shea in a suit against his wife, in which Parnell
was the co-respondent. There was no defence. The facts of
ParnelPs relation with Mrs. O'Shea are given elsewhere.1 We
have seen also in the case of Dilke the stigma attaching to adul-
tery in Qiieen Victoria's reign, and how it would operate to
prevent a man from becoming a minister of the Crown. In this
instance the shock to opinion was severe; for though the bare
fact that a liaison between Parnell and Mrs. O'Shea existed had
been well known to his leading Irish colleagues for many years,
and to some front bench liberals also, the general public were
quite unprepared to learn of it.2 Yet the situation was not on all
fours with Dilke's; Parnell had no present prospect of becoming
a minister and kissing the queen's hand; moreover he belonged
to no English party and held himself responsible to his country-
1	Appendix B.
2	In February 1886, when Biggar and Healy tried to prevent Parnell from pro-
curing the by-election candidature of Captain O'Shea at Galway City, Biggar
publicly stigmatized Mrs. O'Shea as 'Parnell's mistress'; and though the phrase
was kept out of the papers, it circulated among Irish politicians.  It had already
been used by Harcourt to cabinet colleagues in 1882 after the Kilmainham Treaty.
The Gladstone Papers at the British Museum show that from that time onward
Gladstone had a considerable, though intermittent, correspondence with her, using
her as his regular channel of private communication with ParnelL But this may
be naturally explained, since he knew her as the niece of his former colleague,
Lord Hatherley; and the scanty evidence available all suggests his unawareness of
the liaison.  One of his private secretaries, Sir George (then Mr.) Lcveson-Gowcr,
can remember venturing (with the approval of his uncle, Lord Granville) to warn
the prime minister that rumours were prevalent; but Gladstone (who shared with
many mid-Victorians a particular aversion to hearing or repeating scandal)
treated them as idle gossip. He scouted the idea that a man in Parnell's responsible
position could be ffuilty of an intrigue so incompatible with it.

